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PURPOSE: To establish guidelines for conducting voluntary contacts, investigative detentions, 
protective frisks and completing field interviews. 


GUIDELINES: Officers will conduct voluntary contacts, investigative detentions, and protective 
frisks in accordance with the law and Constitutional safeguards. Officers should use field 
interviews via MDC or hard card to document these contacts, regardless of their nature. This 
documentation serves many purposes including identifying a suspect, witness, or victim, or for 
crime prevention, intelligence gathering, community and public relations, and familiarization 
with neighborhoods and residents. 


I. Voluntary Contacts (1.2.3 a) 


A. A voluntary contact requires voluntary cooperation from a citizen. In the absence of 
probable cause to arrest or reasonable suspicion to detain, a citizen may discontinue 
the interview at any time and leave. A citizen may also refuse to produce identification 
or otherwise identify himself/herself. 


B. Generally an officer may conduct voluntary contacts anywhere the officer has a right to 
be, including: 


1. 


2. 


6. 


Publicly owned or controlled property normally open to members of the public. 
Areas intended for public use or normally exposed to public view. 


Places where an officer has been admitted with the consent of a person authorized 
to give such consent. 


Places where circumstances require an immediate law enforcement presence to 
protect life, well-being, or property. 


Areas where an officer may be admitted pursuant to a lawful arrest or search 
warrant. 


Any other area in which an officer may effect a warrantless arrest. 


I. Investigative Detentions 


A. An investigative detention is a stop and detention of a subject for a brief period of 
time in order to investigate suspicious or criminal activity. In order to conduct an 
investigative detention, the officer must have reasonable and articulable suspicion 
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based on experience and knowledge that criminal activity has occurred, is occurring, or 
is about to occur, and that the individual he or she has stopped may be involved. 


B. The courts have considered the following factors in supporting reasonable suspicion: 


1. The officer has knowledge that the person has a felony record or a history of being 
armed. 


2. The person fits the description of a wanted notice, or is wearing clothing similar to a 
broadcast description. 


3. The person has exhibited furtive conduct, such as attempting to conceal something 
from the officer or attempting to flee from police. 


4. An observed vehicle is similar in description to one wanted in connection with an 
offense and is near the offense in time and space. 


5. The person exhibits unusual behavior such as staggering. 


6. Hearsay evidence, so long as it is believable, the provider's knowledge is gauged as 
reliable, and the officer believes the information to be true at the time of the stop. 
The information may merely create reasonable suspicion or it may be sufficient to 
constitute probable cause. Anonymous tips alone cannot justify an investigative 
stop, thus officers should independently corroborate relayed information prior to 
stopping the individual. 


C. Absent exigent circumstances, officers should not move a suspect in investigative 
detention from the stop’s location. If a victim or witness needs to make an identification, 
an officer should bring that person to the suspect’s location. Further, the officer must 
continually and actively pursue the investigation. Once the detention’s purpose is met, 
the officer must release the detainee unless a further basis for continued control develops 
(i.e. probable cause for an arrest). Prolonged detention may convert the detention into 
an arrest. 


D. An officer may use reasonable, non-deadly force (including limiting movement of the 
detainee) to exercise control of the suspect. He or she must use the least intrusive 
amount of force necessary to carry out the detention. Whether or not the officer intends 
to make an arrest, the use of unnecessary control, or the use of force, may convert the 
stop into an arrest. 


E. Officers shall document all stops via their MDC field interview module or with a field 
interview card. All hard copy field interview cards are forwarded to the Crime Analysis 
Unit after they are entered into the PISTOL system. Information from these stops is then 
sent to the appropriate units for follow up action. Officers may also use a field interview 
for observation purposes. In that situation, the officer should fill out the module or card 
as completely as possible, making use of prior knowledge and current observations of the 
person or vehicle (see OPR-13, Field Interviews). 
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F. 


Officers are required to issue Miranda Warnings to a suspect only when that person is in 
police custody and the officer is going to interrogate the person. Custody, according to 
the Supreme Court, is either a formal arrest or restraint of freedom of movement 
associated with an arrest. The question of custody is resolved by examining the totality 
of circumstances including many factors, but essentially is viewed from the vantage point 
of how a reasonable person in the suspect's position would understand his/her situation 
regarding being in custody versus free to leave. 


Once an in-custody subject asserts the right to counsel, officers must cease any 
questioning. This continues as long as the subject remains in pre-trial custody. This 
rule is NOT charge specific - it applies to ALL cases and matters (however, where a 
suspect who has asserted his right to counsel in response to Miranda warnings has 
experienced a break in custody of at least 14 days, police can re-initiate contact with the 
suspect and re-warn the suspect of his rights under Miranda (Maryland v. Shatzer)). 


l. Protective Frisk (1.2.4 b) 


A. 


In some, but not all, circumstances, an investigative detention may be accompanied by 
a protective frisk. Not every stop justifies a frisk. If an officer believes that the person 
stopped intends to do him or her bodily harm or is carrying a concealed weapon, the 
officer may conduct a limited pat down of the person's outer clothing for a weapon. If 
the person is wearing heavy outer garments, the officer may have the person remove 
them so that he or she can be patted down. In every case, the officer must have a 
particular articulable suspicion, and cannot as a general rule pat down everyone for 
officer safety reasons. 


Under certain conditions, a protective search for weapons may extend to an area 
beyond the person's clothing. This type of search usually involves the inside of a 
vehicle or building within the immediate control of the suspect. The conditions required 
are: 

1. There must be a lawful investigative stop or lawful vehicle stop. 


2. The officer has a reasonable belief that the suspect creates a danger to 
himself/herself, the officer, or the public. 


3. The search is limited to only the areas where a weapon may be placed or hidden. 


4. The search is limited to the area within the suspect's immediate reach or grasp. 


. If the suspect moves about, the officer can remain with the individual for the stop’s 


duration and conduct a protective search of the areas that come within the suspect's 
immediate control, even if this action necessitates entry into the suspect's home. 


APPROVED: 


Edward G. is, Chief of Police 
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